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All Disciples Making Disciple-Makers




SESSION #6 – THE HOW-TO OF DISCIPLE MAKING (PART 1)
TEACHING NOTES BY STEVE ADAMS


INTRODUCTION

· Welcome back to Session #6 of 8 – Discipleship Training School
· Challenge & Equip Christians join God on mission disciples nations

· So far (1) Terms (2) Should/nt (3) Values (4) Habits (5) Jesus Model

· All available free https://www.eastgatebiblechurch.com 

· Today (finally) – 2 weeks the “How-To” – Principles not instructions
· Principles because – Wrong to assume everyone’s context the same

· Just as we don’t replicate 100% exactly what Jesus did – Neither us

· If you’re impatient like me & start here – Really won’t get most out

· Most important if short on time = 3&4 – Values and Habits
· Without right heart values (and lesser extent habits) = No action

· Today we look at 4 key principles in Disciple Making…

1. Identifying Your Mission Field

2. Engaging With People

3. Building Relationships

4. Bringing Jesus & The Gospel Into Those Relationships
DISCUSSION QUESTION(S)
1. Most evangelists / missiologists say that in our modern western culture, people now normally take a lot longer to come to faith in Jesus. What do you think are some factors that would have led to this change? 

· If you’re like me – The question not sit well

· If Gospel is power of God – We saying God not as effective?

· Not at all – Still people saved in brief encounters b/c power God

· But there have been significant cultural shifts in western society

· Not long ago – Majority had a connection to church / valued

· Less and less people connected to a church + oppositional
· The old “run an event” or “invite people to church” = less & less
· There are many God will lead you to – So far from enter church

· BUT will enter your homes & lives

· Said – Authenticity is the new apologetic (eg. Not facts / Genuine)

· Genuine love 4 people & genuine vibrant faith in Jesus.

· I should sidenote: I am not opposed to street evangelism/tracts etc

· Through such methods people are being reached – otherwise not

· But when identifying a people you’ll see regularly – Can afford time
· Leads to 1st – Identifying your mission field.
1. Identifying Your Mission Field
· Throughout course – Challenged to seek & pray who God lead you to
· You may already have specific people – Or Maybe a few possibilities

· The most natural place to look is the places you’re already invested.

· Eg. Family / Work / Social Groups / Neighbourhood

· Partly because busy lives + not looking for more things… but moreso

· I’m convinced that our geographical / workplace not incidental

Acts 17:24–27 (ESV) - 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 
26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him…
· It was this conviction that led to me engage with my neighbourhood
· Talk about that in more detail in a moment.

· This not about “methods” but about principles – Might not be n/hood

· God hasn’t just placed is in neighbourhoods – Work / Hobbies
· Even situation in life – I know mum’s who go to Park with kids

· People who walk dogs regularly

· While I encourage prayer for leading - Not mean do nothing if no lead

· I don’t think there is a wrong place to go – Harvest plentiful!
· Also – God may lay on heart a mission field – You NOT in at moment

· Just as God lays on hearts countries 4 mission – Also cultures/groups

· Does not have to be where you have contact – eg. Rehab

· All people need the same good news – This why no wrong mission!

DISCUSSION QUESTION(S)
2. How would you respond if you felt that God was leading you to engage a particular community of people whose actions and values were either controversial or contrary to the Christian faith? Eg. Bars / Gambling / Sex Workers.
3. Do you think that association with a particular group of people equates to approval of their actions? What are the reasons for your answer?

4. If you did decide to engage a controversial culture/community, what would be some wise guidelines to follow so that your witness is not compromised?
2. Engage With People
· It’s all good to identify a potential area of mission – How start?

· Some of us (like me) = Introverts – Natural desire = Stay home!
· BUT as recall – Jesus sends us on mission with HIS presence!

· You never walk alone in Discipleship! Make sure you don’t forget

· December = Christmas – Idea Door2Door Nativity ( 4 x Sat treats

· Christmas created natural opportunity to engage.

· I had identified 14 houses (block) – NOT b/c expect 14 responsive

· BUT prayed that SOME might be responsive.

· Encouraged 2 homes invited in for coffee first visit + other chats

· Probably 5-6 homes – Invite for dinner – Maybe more
· Only God knows who will be open to Gospel – Appreciate ur prayers
· But bottom line is – Trusted God DESPITE fears – Made contact
· I tell U EVERY Saturday - Felt like “waste of time” ( Did it ( Loved

· If I lived according to how I feel (introvert) – Never make disciples
· It will require prayer saturated intentionality + trust Jesus is with.
DISCUSSION QUESTION(S)
5. If you’re reluctant to engage people in disciple making, note down your reasons and raise it in your groups prayer time at the end of the session so they (and your prayer partner) can pray for you.
3.  Build Relationships
· Often making that first step is the hardest

· Remember how God was with you to engage? – Also to build…

· Christians by nature are a missional people.

· When people hear word “Missional” – Many think coffee + beer

· To reduce misunderstanding think “Missionary Like” – What they do
· They learn language / culture / live among & engage people to reach

· They understand if they just turn up – Bring Gospel – Likely unfruitful
· True – Gospel is POWER of God 4 salvation – It CAN work like that
· If I’m honest (maybe others) – I rather – Go share Gospel + move on
· Because alternative = Time / Energy / Sacrifice / Loving People etc

· The people whom Jesus commission to grow church – 3 years
· No doubt some major challenges & frustrations at times.

· But our lives don’t look anything like Jesus’ – Not travelling 2 crowds

· So in our modern lives – What would it look like to build relationship?
DISCUSSION QUESTION(S)
6. Give examples of things you could do that would help build and strengthen relationships with others?

· I make no claim to be fount of all wisdom – Please send ideas

· Here is what I came up with.

· Mentioned Session #4 – Hospitality – Nothing says welcome more

· Take time to celebrate with them – Birthdays / Anniversaries etc
· Seek to bless them – Whether it be helping with a need etc

· Doing things together (whatever shared interests you have)
· Be there / pray in hard times

· All of these are relationship building + ongoing – Not just start

· BUT making disciples Jesus can’t be done without introducing Jesus
· So how do we bring talk of Jesus / Gospel into those relationships?
4.  How To Bring Jesus / Gospel Into Those Relationships
· This is the question that makes knees knock – How raise Jesus?
· How go from the everyday to the deeply spiritual?
· As you build relationships / invite into life / Meals – People share!

· Part of loving people = Being good listener.

· There’s a lot of hurt + suffering in the world

· If you believe God is worth trusting – Offer to pray for them!

· Simple “I believe prayer is powerful & God listens – Mind if prayed?”

· Be surprised how many people actually appreciate it!

· If depending on God in prayer is a normal thing – Extend to anyone.
· Your desire to pray – Results from your love for them / not agenda

· BUT their responsiveness may give further insight into receptiveness

· I don’t mean desperately force prayer situation to gauge – eg. Weeds

· If a prayer need arises – Show your care by praying!
· Whether they think worthwhile – Convinced you believe God active!
· Nothing encourages like stories of your peers – Pause & Discuss

DISCUSSION QUESTION(S)
7. Have you ever offered to pray with someone else who didn’t know Jesus? How did they respond to the offer?
· Hopefully that was encouraging. Only know response if people ask

· But first thing is to pray for them because you care for them.

· And continue to pray with them as more things come up in future.

· But while this may open doors 2 Spiritual conversations – not Gospel
· In session #4 – Spoke about knowing God’s story (Gospel) + Yours
· Hopefully U taken time to prepare to present both clear + compelling

· The question remains – How to turn the conversation / raise Spiritual

· There is no single correct way – one size fits all.

· Some people gifted in turning conversations to Jesus
· Rebecca Manley Pippert – “Empowered” – Session 5 – turning convo
· It’s what she calls “Cultivating Curiosity”
· Great 5 minute video online at https://youtu.be/hlAqKucH-gQ 
· She talks about identifying someone’s primary interests then ask

1. General Interest Questions

2. Specific Interest Questions

3. Issue Questions

4. God Questions

· Ie. Going from big picture (interest) ( Detail ( Issue ( God
· Eg. Dr – What led you to DR? ( What find rewarding? ( Hope 4 dying ( Do you think there could be something else beyond?

· It will take time to develop such skills – But important / worthwhile

· Some might not ever feel suited / pressured – John Piper approach

· He says “Like get to know you more – Makes tick & Also about me”

· In perfect world – We pray for someone ask – How can I know Jesus

· But either the conversational below in relationship (eg dinners etc)

· OR John Piper method allow for God’s Story (or yours).

· NOW I know STILL many fear not get it right

· Reply – Trust God & Pray (He’s with you) Seen peeps saved from bad

· But if STILL seems beyond reach – Next session – How read Bible

· After all, Word of God is powerful! Able wise salvation (2 Tim 3:14)

· Let God use His word to do what it supposed to do – ANYONE can

· So there are our first 4 steps (more in session #7)

a. Identifying Your Mission Field

b. Engaging With People

c. Building Relationships

d. Bringing Jesus & The Gospel Into Those Relationships
DISCUSSION QUESTION(S)
8. What have you found most challenging / encouraging this session?

9. What changes do you hope to make a result? Ask the group to pray for this.

10. Continue to pray either for the people God has laid on the hearts of group members to disciple OR for God to lead them to people to disciple.

11. Share any stories of your interactions with people as a result of this course that the group can pray for and be encouraged by God’s work through you.
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