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All Disciples Making Disciple-Makers




SESSION #7 – THE HOW-TO OF DISCIPLE MAKING (PART 2)
TEACHING NOTES BY STEVE ADAMS


INTRODUCTION

· Welcome back to Discipleship Training School (Part 7 of 8)
· DTS – 8 week course to challenge and equip Christians…

· This is the 2nd Part of the “How To” – MUST see Part 1

· Recommend ALL B4 – Esp 3 – Heart Values + Maybe 4 (Habits)
· Without right Heart Values – Not likely to do anything with learning
· Last session – Part 1 of Practical How-To Make Disciples covered

1. Identifying Your Mission Field – Either existing or new
2. Engaging With People – Making connections
3. Building Relationships

4. Bringing Jesus + Gospel into those relationships

· Today’s material presumes – Interest / Ready to investigate Jesus

· By “interest/ready” – Not mean they’ve asked – U seen indications

· OR even without any sign – You convicted God laid on heart

· This is 2nd step people fear – 1st is raising Jesus / Spiritual things

· NOW = Actually asking someone if they’d like to investigate Jesus

· As we’ve said B4 – Spiritual act – ie Pray + Trust God to do the work
· NEVER presume a person’s response – Who would ask Paul or Me?
· Jesus STILL had all power + authority – STILL with us 4 Mission

· Today we look at:

1. Inviting People To Read The Bible

2. Working Through Christian Basics
3. Never too early to equip Disciple Makers

4. Show + Involve Them in Ministry
1. Invite People To Read The Bible
· Ed Stetzer Lifeway – Surveyed 1000 unchurched (900US + 100 CDN)

· Also 500 above the age of 30 and compared results…

· The question – “I’d be willing to study the Bible with a friend if asked”

· Results: 61% (Those in 20’s) and 42% for the older.
· I realise it’s USA. But let’s take conservative 33 (1 in 3) = Encouraged

· Think of most approaches we’ve used – Even close to 1 in 3? No!

· AND b/c it’s Reading the Bible – Something ANYONE can do!

· Many benefits – (1) It’s What Bible Made For – IT DOES WORK!

· We worry about how to best communicate what Jesus done

· Bible is God’s written communication of what Jesus done – He good

· (2) A person who comes to faith FROM Bible – Taught feed self

· How on earth do we invite someone to do that? I could never!

· Try saying this “Would you have any interest in reading the Bible with me over a few weeks?”

· If you’re able say something vaguely like that – You have the skills!

· BUT What do I do if they say YES?
· Prev said – Rico Tice – Prepared BOTH Rejection AND Response

· Website (www.eastgatebiblechurch.com) Appendix #1 – Resources

· Some resources free – Some paid – But nothing more important!

· Leading someone to Christ (convert) + Growth = Discipleship import

· I want to give you quick overview of resources serve begin + ongoing
· I’ll begin 1st with resources to read a Gospel with someone
David Helm – One-To-One Bible Reading

· Simple, short, easy to read book (I read in arvo)

· Gives an overview of basic frameworks (speak in minute)

· Also specific questions for different types of books

· AND (most applicable here) – 8 Part study (with Questions) on Mark

· This 8 Part NOT whole Gospel – But Key passages – Same others

· Can buy book OR Watch free video teaching + download questions

· www.reading121.org – Go to downloads for question sheets (inc Mk)

Rebecca Manley Pippert – Uncovering The Life of Jesus (Luke)

· This resource tried extensively with UNI students in UK, USA + Aus

· 6 Part study through Gospel of Luke – Good Book Company + Others
· Luke is great for culture – Begins educated man – Well researched

· Again KEY passages NOT ALL. Newcomer can read rest if interested

· See Appendix 1 Download for Link to free Leaders Guide

Rebecca Manley Pippert – Discovering The Real Jesus (John)

· 7 Part Study through key passages of John’s Gospel

· Once again see Appendix #1 for details and Leaders Guide download

· So there are pre-made guides for Mark, Luke & John.

· I personally prefer the Rebecca Manley Pippert Guides – Whatever

· David Helm serve you long haul – Reading different books + method

· All the questions for different books – Download www.reading121.org 

· The book also gives overview of 2 basic methods – Swedish + COMA

Swedish Method
· Called Swedish Method – Began uni ministry to Swedish Students
· It’s simple to remember – Structure stays the same – Great for begin

1. Read The Passage Aloud

2. Each re-read the passage and look for the following

a. Light Bulb – Something that stands out / gets attention

b. Question Mark – Something they have question about

c. Arrow – Something applies to reader’s life

3. You share & discuss (one at a time) each of the three points

4. Pray about what you have learned.

COMA Method
· NOT a mysterious approach that involves knocking unconscious

· It’s simply an acronym that stands for
C 
Context

O 
Observation

M 
Meaning

A 
Application

· The types of questions for each of these varies for type of book

· The free download Question guides (www.reading121.org) use these

· There you have helpful guides for enquirers + ongoing reading

· Full details, download links + where to buy – See Appendix #1

· Before move on – I will keep labouring this – Method ≠ Effectiveness

· All Spiritual work – Pray before that God would use His word in both

· Your desire is to multiply disciples – Encourage them to do same

· In Q&A Session – “What would a Bible reading meeting look like”

· Not sure which (if any) of these methods familiar – Pause + Discuss

DISCUSSION QUESTION(S)
1. Have you ever read the Bible with someone else?
Did you use any of these methods? If so, how were they helpful?
If you’ve used other good resources, tell the group about it.
2. Work Through A Beginners Christianity Book or Study
· Just as resources to help people discover Jesus – Also foundations
· Often make the mistake of conversion = Work completed

· Not called to make converts but disciples

· These too outlined in Appendix #1 Download from website
· LOTS of helpful books to help new Disciple discover who THEY are

· If grew up in Christian home – Easy to forget how “new” Christian life

· Colossians speaks transferred kingdom darkness ( beloved son

· Like being plucked out of familiar country – placed another foreign

· Probably more of these resources than the former

· If you know (and use) others – By all means keep using them.
· What do I mean beginners Christian book? Cover basics of new life
· Just For Starters – 7 Pt Study + “Preparing Just 4 Starters” + Chinese

· Follow up – Christian Living For Starters – 7 pt Study + Chinese

· Basic Christianity – John Stott – Print + Audio
· A Fresh Start – John Chapman
· Right Side Up – Paul Grimmond

· Christian Foundations: A Discipleship Guide for New Christians – Michael Green

· The Walk: Steps for New & Renewed Christians – Stephen Smallman
· All the while helping them “assimilate” – Bible / Prayer / Life

· … And Teach them to do the same (same for every aspect)
DISCUSSION QUESTION(S)
2. Have you used any resources like these for new Christians? In what ways did you find them helpful?

If you have found a particular resource useful that we haven’t mentioned, tell the group about it.
3.  NEVER Too Early To Prepare Disciple Makers
· One of big mistakes churches make – Leave disciple-making for later
· A reading of Gospel or Acts would show you that years not needed.
· In fact church never would have grown if people believed that.
· It’s unhelpful to be too wary of trusting new Christians with ministry

· Sure – New convert not to preach / lead study 4 mature believers
· But “do nothing” gives the impression that Christians useless at first
· It’s not like you have to graduate as a basic Christian first b4 engage
· In fact often the excitement & enthusiasm of new convert powerful

· You may STILL be going through formative stages yourself - OK

· BUT the best way to learn is to practice – Early days w/ supervision

· Supervision – Might not be present but helping prepare / follow up

· We have seen Great Commission is to make Disciples who multiply
· This at the core of who they are – Don’t make it a future addition.

4.  Show + Involve Them In Ministry
· Part of Christian basics – Each person a member of the body

· We’re all designed to contribute our gifts

· I don’t know a church that doesn’t teach this BUT operate this way?

· Our human body incredibly unwell if only a few organs function
· Same could be said in the church. 

· Saw in #5 (Jesus Model) – Show ( Do with help ( Help with ( Do

· Clearly some things not suited to new Christians

· Plenty can do + doesn’t have to be stacking chairs / car park etc

· Where you see gifting – Help them grow (Pray also they find gifts)

· Sometimes, it’s just trying things that discovers gifts – My case

· Depending on gifting / interest may need to pair them with someone
· Sadly many people in Church whole lives – No idea of gifts

· Sometimes it’s just not realise they naturally do what they gifted

· Others is that they’ve never been given opportunity to discover.

· But we don’t want this building of a dysfunction body to continue
· So we help them use gifts … And teach them to do the same
DISCUSSION QUESTION(S)
3. In what ways do you think God has gifted you to build up the church?

If you don’t know your gifts (or even if you think you do), there is a free 105 question test at www.spiritualgiftstest.com 

It emails the results to you. I would encourage you all to do it and then bring and discuss your results at a future dinner night for your community group. 
CONCLUSION
· We have covered 8 things – Not a checklist – Finished when all tick
· As disciples we never stop growing
· As disciple-makers, we never stop helping others grow

· Bible uses terms like “new birth” / children – even babes

· Just like babies – Discipleship has seasons

· In beginning with need a lot more guidance / help

· The more times goes on – More learn to do for self

· Goal is always to point people to Jesus – Depend on Him – Not us

· This isn’t last session – But IS on an individual level
· So if you have any questions on material covered email info@

· In 4-6 weeks we will have a Q&A session addressing those

· Do remember 3 tasks set

1. Take time to learn how to clearly communicate Gospel

2. Take time to prepare your testimony in such a way that is both compelling and attractive. Share with your group for feedback.

3. Take the Spiritual Gifts test and discuss results with group.

· One last in official series next week – Missional Communities
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